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A lot of leaks in Havana

Bristol University have recently

returned from Havana after a
fact-finding trip to help to improve
the Cuban capital’s water sup-
plies. Nearly 70 per cent of the
water pumped into Havana is
lost through leakages, often
resulting in areas of the city loos-
ing water supply for days.

The students are members of
the Engineers Without Borders
society at Bristol, which has been
working on a project called,
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During their visit the students
met Havana's local government,
including the Ministry of Water
Resources and the Ministry of
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versities.”

Hayley discovered that the only
problematic gender issue was foot-
ball.

“I was the only female in the
team. However, | never really felt
that | was in a ‘weak position’ due
to this — on the contrary the guys
were always very considerate.

" Probably the worst part of the
trip in this area was that we were
away during the Football World
Cup. | hate to strengthen the
stereotype but | can’t seem to find
football interesting. | may be able
to hold my own in water project
research, but | still cant get to grips
with the offside rule.”
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with their counterparts in Havana.

One of the team, Hayley Sharp,
explains: “We were mainly working
with four Cuban postgraduates and
(young) professors from the
Polytechnic University of Havana or
CUJAE. We all spent a great deal of
time together as they were keen to
talk with us and show us around
Havana city in our spare time.

"It was fascinating talking to the
Cuban team — | found them to be
very politically aware and | feel that
| learned a lot from them. In partic-
ular, I felt privileged that they
seemed happy to talk to us freely
about the benefits and disadvan -
tages of the Cuban socialist society.

“I found the lifestyle to be very
different. People were incredibly
welcoming to us, and seemed to be
generally more laid back than we
are in the UK (particularly regarding
timekeeping — we would joke
about whether we were meeting at
9am ‘Cuban time’ or ‘UK time’ —
but this is a result of a combination
of the public transport system and

and the
Environment, and
the Vice-Director of
the water compa-
ny, Aguas de la
Habana. The stu-
dents tested their
system in the
District Metered
Area (DMA) of
CUJAE, which
serves nearly 5,000
people.

“We looked in depth at the
water network on the campus
(CUJAE uses up to five times the
amount of water that it should
need), and are putting together a
possible solution, which will be
researched in greater depth next
year.

“The ultimate plan is to set up an
optimised solution for the CUJAE
closed water network, and then
possibly extend this to the whole of
Havana city and ultimately to be
able to use the technology to bene-
fit water networks in other coun-
tries,” Hayley said.

“Since returning to England,
we've been meeting everyone
who's been involved with the proj-
ect at the Bristol end, including two
of the southern water companies.

"We're very keen to keep up the
project momentum, and need to
enlist new, young enthusiastic stu-
dents at the beginning of next year
to ensure the success of the Havana
Water Project over the next few
years, and also to set up more aca-




